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nora Gonzaga, the young daughter of the Duke of Guastella;
but though they went through the marriage ceremony they
separated at once, and Francesco died in the follov\ing year
leaving no children.24

In view of the large families of three successive generations
it is remarkable that the Medici should have died out as they
did Cosimo I had eight children (five sons and three daugh-
ters); in the next generation Ferdinand I had also eight
children (four sons and four daughters); and in the next
generation Cosimo II had again eight children (five sons and
three daughters). Yet from one cause or another descendants
failed to such an extent that in the fifth generation from
Cosimo I the family entirely died out

For nearly twenty years the wars between France, Spain,
and Austria had threatened the independence of Tuscany.
That state under Cosimo's clerical administrators had be-
come ready to be the prey of whoever marched an army into
its territory. All the strength it had possessed under Cosimo I
and Ferdinand I had departed. Forts had been allowed to
fall into disrepair, and their armaments to become obsolete;
the fleet had disappeared; the army was contemptible, want-
ing in men, arms, and equipment. Cosimo had only maintained
Tuscany's independence in the midst of these wars by the
usual resource of a weak state, that of siding first with one
and then with another of the combatants according to which-
ever at the moment was the strongest. Their armies had fre-
quently invaded Lombardy, and Tuscany would have been
similarly overrun had it not been that each of the three powers
was determined to prevent the central state in Italy from
becoming the property of either of the others.

These conditions were now intensified by its becoming
apparent that at no distant date there would remain no
descendant of the Medici family to occupy the Tuscan throne,
none of Cosimo's three children having any children. There-
fore, between the various powers who all cast greedy eyes